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HEN this diſcourſe was deli- 
vered from the pulpit, the au- 
thor had not the leaſt thought of ever 


making it more public: it was purely 


the force of importunity and love, that 
engaged him to attempt to gather up 
the ſubſtance in writing; and with no 
further view than (by a Grade copy) to 
pleaſe and profit his neareſt and beſt 


friends. As to its publication, it is done 


at the requeſt of thoſe that heard 1 it from 
the pulpit; and as the Lozp was pleaſed © 


to bleſs it to the comfort and refreſhment * 
ol ſeveral at that time, it is humbly hoped 
that by this means it may, through a 


divine bleſſing, not only convey further 


benefit to their ſouls, but be made uſeful 


to the ſouls of others alſo; and at the 


A 2 ſame 


*”% 


ct 


( iv. ) 
ſame time, give a teſtimony to the 
world, and to the churches of Cunisr, 
of that which is the unfeigned faith, and 


conſtant doctrine, embraced and deli- 
vered by the author. 
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For the LORD's portion is his people: Jacob 7s the 
8 lot of his inheritance. | 


| * HIS chapter, of which my text is a 
T J Part, contains things of the greateſt 

| 1mportance ; both with reſpect to the 
BZE x honour of Gon, and the comfort, 


eſtabliſhment, and ſalvation of his church and 
People. It is called in the laſt verſe of the pre- 


ceding chapter, A Song; and why ſo? becauſe 
it contains ſome of the greateſt, and moſt me- 
morable acts of Gop towards his church and 


people, under the former diſpenſation; and how + 
the ſame power, grace and love, are ſtill engaged 
and ertiployed for the protection, deliverance, 
and happineſs of the church of Gop to the end 
of the world. Things worthy. to be had in re- 
membrance by th&#Loxo's people; written for 
their encouragement and comfort in dark and 
trying diſpenſations; and which they ſhould 
make mention of with thankfulneſs, and ſing 

to the praiſe and honour of his great and holy | 

555 


Tbe 
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The chapter is introduced in the moſt ſolemn 
and magnificent manner Give ear, O ye hea- 
vens, and I will ſpeat; and hear, O earth, the wards 


of my mouth. This form of ſpeech, I apprehend, 


18 aſed to ſet forth the dignity of the ſpeaker, 
and the ſolemnity of the matter to be delivered; 
to engage the attention of the perſons concerned 
in it, and to leave them inexcuſable if the 
things ſpoken of are utterly diſregarded and 
rejected. 

By the heavens here, we may perhaps under- 
ſand the angels of heaven ; thoſe glorious 
ſpirits that inhabit the pure regions above ; 
wks attend to the voice of Gor, and are ready 


to execute his will and pleaſure reſpecting his 


church and people here below: Heb. i. 14. 
Are they not all miniſiring ſpirits, ſent forth to. 
miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation? 
And by the earth, the men or people on the 
earth, and particularly the church of CHRIST 


on earth, where this dhcirine drops as the rain, 
and di Rils as the dew, &c. By doctrine here, we 


are not to underſtand the law of Moſes, that 


. | was delivered on mount Sinai to the children of 
al; but rather the doctrine of the goſpel, or 
of the grace and love of s in CHRBISH to his 


choſen people; which Moſes had a Sling of, .. 


Th ael 


and which he preached to the children o 
under types and figures; and which did, through 
a divine bleſſing, drop as the rain into many of 
their hearts. But the words may perhaps be 
, underſtood : as a Prog: and viewed as point- 


ung 


His peculiar Portion and Inheritance, 7 
ing at the times of CuRISTH and his apoſtles, 
when the goſpel of Goy's grace ſhould be pub- 
liſhed with more clearneſs, power, and ſucceſs. 

Now the goſpel may be compared to rain, 
becauſe, 1, Like the rain it comes from above, 
from heaven : it-is not a device of men, but is 
from Gop. Gop is the author and giver of it; 
John xvii. 8. For 1 have given unto them" the 
oords which thou gaveſi me. 2dly, The rain falls 
by divine direction. So does the goſpel! It is 
not ſent to every nation, city, or place; but 
where the Lord is pleaſed to ſend it. And here 
we have to admire the riches of divine ſove- 
reignty and goodneſs to us the inhabitants of 
this ſinful land, whom Gop hath long favoured 
with the enjoyment of tht goſpel! 3dy, The 
goſpel may be compared to rain, in regard to its 
effects. Like as the rain ſoftens the earth when 
ſcorched with drought, ſo the goſpel, when at- 
tended with a bleſſing from Gop, ſoftens the 
hard: and flinty hearts of men, and makes them 


humble and penitent before the Lox D. 


And further, aſter plentiful ſhowers of rain, 
the earth is not only ſoftened, but the fruits of 


— 
- 


mt, che graſs, corn, &c. put on a lively greenneſs 
and verdure: ſo the goſpel enlivens, quickens, 


and revives the drooping ſpirits of Gop's chil- 
dren; 1t-ſtrengthens: their faith, encourages 


their hope, and makes them run with delight 


and pleaſure in the way of Gop's 4 
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A gain, this doctrine is compared to dews 


which falls in the night, falls in abundance, 


falls inſenſibly, arid yet effectually revives and 
refreſhes the fruits of the earth. So does the 
goſpel; this falls in the night of darkneſs and 


deſertion; falls in abundance on the Lord's 


inheritance, and effectually revives. and com- 
forts the hearts of the people of Gp. 

In ver. 2. we have a reaſon rendered why 
this doctrine muſt be attended to; becauſe, 
ſaith Moſes, I will publiſh the name of the 
LoxD : by which is — either, iſt, The 
attributes of the Lox D, which are ſometimes 
called his name, as Prov. xviii. 10. Or, 2dly, 
The goſpel itſelf; avhich Myſes, and all the mi- 
niſters of the Loxp do publiſh, and which is 
called. his name, Acts ix. 15. G thy away: for 


be is @ choſen weſſel unto: me ta\bear-my name; Via. 


my. goſpel, before the Gentiles, and Rings, and tbe 
children of Iſrael. And then Moſes calls on the 
people, ſaying, Aſeribe ye greatneſs tu c 

God, to the Lord Jews CursT, who is God, and 
over all bleſſed for evermare, Rom. ix. g. and who | 
ſeems to be referred to yer; 4. Heu the: rock, 
&c; not only a rock, but the roch: the rock 


of ages, the rock of ſalystion, the arititype:of 
that rock \Moſes ſmote in che wilderneſs; the 


rock which Abraham, Jaac, and Fa, and all 
the forefathers, built all their hopes of happinaſs 


in the wilderneſs, and who, as the Almi 
rock, ſaves to the nn all that come unto 
1 | _ Gop 
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| His peculiar Portion and Inheritance. 9 
Gop by him. Of this rock it is ſaid, as follows. All 
his ways are judgment, a God of truth, and without 
iniquity. All which is true of CHRIST, as God- 
man and Mediator. All his ways are judgment: 
His ways in which he hath manifeſted his wiſ- 
dom, power, grace, and love to men; as in 
creation, providence, and in the falvation of 
his choſen people. 4 GOD of truth, and without 
iniquity: CHRIST is this GOD- of truth; he is 
the true 60D, and eternal life, 1 John v. 20. 
And he is without iniquity; for he did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. 7 and 
right is be: Not only juſtin all his works among 
men, but the j One whom the Jews denied and 
crucified; and who will in a right way, manner, 
and time, juſtify all his people, and puniſh all 
his and his church's enemies. x 
It is faid, verſe 5. They have corrupted themſebves; 
their ſpot is not the ſpot of bis children. The ene- 
mies of CHRIST are here deſcribed ; and 
though theſe words may be applied to every 
wicked and unregenerate man, yet the Jews, in 


in the time of CHRIST, ſeem to be principally 


* 
- 


ointed at in them. Theſe had corrupted them- 
Ee, the word and worſhip of Gop; and it 
might be juſtly ſaid of many of them, the Scribes 
7 4 Phariſees. in particular, their | ſpot is not the 


FF a 4 4 


CuRIST. . By ſpots here, we muſt underſtand 
pots of ſin; and here we may obſerve, that the 
oRD's, people have ſinful ſpots as well as others: 

fer there is not a juſt man on earth that doeth good, 

110 B | 2nd 


£ 


10 Wie Czurch of GOD” 


an fameth nit, Eceli vii. 20. Aid het there is. 


a yaſt difference between the ſpots of Gop's 
children and the ſpots of others. Gon's people 
fin through weakneſs; others ſin preſumptuoully. 
Gop's people repent of their fins, and turn from 
them; others art hardened by them, and con- 
tinue in them. God's people hate their ſins, and 
mourn over them; others take delight in ther, 
and are well pleaſed with them. Gop's people 
fly to the blood of CHRIST, for eleanſing from 
ſin; others are ignorant of CHRIS Tr, yea, ene- 
mies in their hearts againſt him. Ver. 6. Do ye 
thus requite the Lox, 'O-fooliſh people, and unwiſe? 

All wicked men are fooliſh Me. The 


* 


Scribes and Phariſees, in the time Gf Cn 


were ſo with a witneſs, who fem to be here 
ſpoken of, and whoſe ſin is Here aggravated. 
They not only perverted God's law, deceived 
the people, miſuſed: his ſervarits, &e. but the 

tejected. his ſon, - put him to death, deſpiſed H 

righteouſneſs, and ſet up their on in the room 
and ftead of it, Rom. x. 1, 2, &. Thus they 
requited the Lok p for all his- favours. I he 
not thy Father ? that hath made thre, preſerved thee, 
and hitherto ſupplied all thy wants?.—Flath he 
not made thee, and eftabliſhed thee as a nation ? 
made thee great and honourable,” and eſtabliſhed 


thy name in the earth. Yes, all this Gop did 
for the nation of the Jets, and may do ſuch 


things as theſe for thoſe that are enemies againſt 
him. Ver. 7. Remember the days , old, confider 
the years. of many generations. Here the LoRD, in 


Ae | order 
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His peculiar Portion and Inberitance. 11 
order to aggravate the ſin of the unbelieving 


Jeus, and to encourage the faith of his own 


| eople, ſends them back to former generations; 
8 2 Fears that ran out before the incarnation of 


 CnRIsT. | Confider the years of many generations: 


W hat wonders Gop hath wrought for the chil- 

dren of 1/rael, and eſpecially for ſuch as have 
loved and feared his holy name, Aſe thy father, 
and he will ſhew thee ; thy elders, and they Twill teil 


thee : Their father Abraham, whom the Scribes 


and Phariſees claimed a relation to, and in which 


they gloned ; and whom they might aſk con- 
cerning theſe things, by conſulting the writings 
of Moſes and the prophets ; which give an ac- 
count of him as the father of the faithful; how 
he truſted in and obeyed the LoRD; alſo; what 
wonders Gop wrought for him and his ſeed; 
for Iſaac, for Jacob, for his poſterity, and for all 
that were heirs with them of the ſame promiſes. 
—Ver. 8. When the Moſt High divided ta be nations 
their "inheritance : what part, lot, and portion 
every one ſhould enjoy in the earth. den he 


Jepgrated the ſons of. Adam: the Elect from: the 
Non-Elect, which he did in his eternal purpoſe 


and decree, and gave to the one a greater, and 


tothe other a leſſer part and portion. Or in a 


providential way, dividing to the poſterit of 


Adam their portion, and place of abode in the 
earth. — He ſet the bounds of the people, according to 


the number of the children of Iſrael. ,Govj in his 


 all-wiſe counſel and providence, provided the 
1 1 _— land 


12 The Church of oo 


land of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, for Jacob's literal ſeed : fo the heavenly 
inheritance, the bleſſings of For and glory, 
which were typified by the land of Canaan, are 
given to, reſerved for, and ſhall, in Gop's own 
time, be beſtowed upon his ſpiritual ſeed, called 
the eleftion of grace, Rom. xi. 5. .—Thus are we 
at length come to the words firſt read, and 
which contain the cauſe and reaſon of Go 's 
doing all thoſe great things we have been con- 
ſidering in the context; 


Fer the LORD's po tien 7s TY people, Jacob is the 
lot of his inheritance. 


x In the words we Bae 
I, The Loxp's portion diſcovered . . 


zdhy, Their deſcriptive character given; Jacab 
is the lot of bis inheritance. 


In opening and improving the ſubject, 1 ſhall, 
a8 enabled of the Lok p, conſider, 


IJ. Who the Loxp's people are, that are hare. 


called h:s portion, 


II. What their being his portion intends and 
includes. 


II. What a a portion theſe are to the Loxp; 
and that both on his account, and on 
theirs. 


I. Iam 
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I. I am to conſider who the Loxp's people 
are, that are here called his portzon.—Indeed the 
whole earth is the Lory's, with the cattle on a 
thouſand hills, as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſ. I. 10, 12. 
And yet amongſt all theſe, Gop claims but his 
lot and portion,according to the tenor of the co- 
venant of grace, Rom. 1x. 27. Though the number 
of the children of 1jrael be as the ſand of the ſea, yet 
a remnant only ſhall be ſaved. And Ch. xi. 5. 


Even ſo then at this preſent time alſo, there is a rem- 


nant according to the election of grace. Theſe are 
the LoxD's portion, and theſe ſhall be his in the 
day when he makes up his jewels. But I intend 
a more particular deſcription of the Loxp's peo- 
ple and portion. And, INS 

1//, They are thoſe whom he hath ſet apart 
in his eternal purpoſe, for himſelf, for his own 
peculiar uſe and glory. As in Pſal. iv. 3. But 
know, ſays the Pſalmiſt, that the LORD hath ſet 


apart him that is godly for himſelf. Not that we 


are to ſuppoſe (as ſome do) that Go p, by his 
fore-knowledge, ſaw from eternity who would 


be holy in time; and for the ſake of this their 


holineſs choſe them to be his people; no, ſuch a 
ſenſe of the text, would not only contradict the 


tenor of ſcripture, but entirely deſtroy the free 


grace of Gop in the ſalvation of ſinners, and lay 


the whole ſtreſs of their happineſs on the footing 
of their own works. God's ſetting apart his 
people, in his eternal purpoſe, decree, &c. is the 
cauſe, ground, and foundation of their holineſs; 
and their holineſs is the fruit and effect of it. 


"Eph, 
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Eph. i. 4. According as he .hath choſen us in him, 
that awe ſhould be holy, and without blame before him 
in hue. Now this act of Gop the Father, in 
ſetting apart his people for himſelf, is called his 
eternal purpoſe, Eph. iii. 11. And hence it is that 
the heirs of happineſs, are ſaid to be prede/tinated 
to the adoption of children, according to the good plea- 
fare of bis will, Eph. i. 5. So that this privilege 
ariſes, not from the will and goodneſs of man 
in time, but from the ſovereign will and plea- 
ſure of Gop in eternity. 3 
2dly, The Lokp's people, which in our text 
he callshis portion, are thoſe he gave in covenant- 
charge to 8 Ihave manifeſted thy name (ſays 
CuR1sT) to the men which thou gaveſt me out of the 
world; thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me. 
They were the Loxp's in the ſenſe before men- 
tioned; and as ſuch he gave them to CHRIS＋H in 
the covenant of grace, that by him they might 
be brought ſafe to glory. | II 
Za, The Loxp's people, are thoſe that were 
redeemed by CaRisT : Redeemed by the pre- 
eious blood of the San of Gop. Ze were. not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as with fikver and 
gold, from your vain converſation; but with the preci- 
cus. blood of JESUS CHRIST, as af a lamb with 
blemiſh, and withaut ſpot, 1 Pet. i. 18. 9. Now 
to ſhew the dignity of the perſon f Carisrt, 
and the worth and value of his blood, 2s. the 
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bs oon bad. Hende it} is, that his blood be- 
comes efficacious for the purging away of in ; 
and ig effectual for the redemption and falva- 
tion of all, and every one for whom it was ſhed. 
Not 80 e ſoul can ever be loſt, or periſh eternally, 
for whom CHRIS died. See Rim. viii. 33, 34. 
&c. It not only. reflects the greateſt diſhotiour 
upon Gop in the contrivance of our falvation 
b CHRIST crucified, to aſſert, that CHRIST ſhed 
his blood for all men, for every individual; and 
that the greateſt part of mankind will, notwith- 
ſtanding all that Ctiz1sT has done for them, 
Rath eternally. This, I ſay, not only reflects on 
wiſdom, | love, and power of the Almighty, 
but Is even blaſphemy. Gop's people are re- 
Semmel by price and power, from the curſe of 
the law, and frotn a vain converſation (Gal. iii, 
LENA 1. Per. l. 18.) How inconſiſtent then, and 
g is it, to glory in Cuk is' dying for 
all | tne whilſt tk e devil runs away with the 
zateſt . art of the purchaſe of his blood? and 
| 127 weak is it to talk of all men being redeemed 
by Cnxisr, While the greateſt part of them are 
in bondage to ſin and Satan? But, bleſſed be 
Gap, we have nat ſa learned Cars. . 
A, The Lozv's people, who are here called 
his pörtion, are thoſe who are in time called by 
Ws ſpecial grace, juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
Did rough, believing, ſanctified by the 
e Spirit, a nd brought to the obedience of 
fit? Nom. vill. 29, 30. For whom be did fore- 


| or *$--olf did preteſtinate ; to be conformed to the 
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image of his. fon, that he might. be the . firſt-born 
_ many /Lar Wi Moreover, whom he did pre- 
Agſtinate, them be alſo called; and whom be called, 
them he alſo juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, them he 
alſo W 4 I am obliged, you ſee, to put many 
things together for brevity-ſake. However, I 
do affirm, that theſe, and thele only, are the 


oRD's people and portion. And here you ſee, 


that the doctrines of grace are no licentious 


ol 


doctrines: they lay a foundation for holineſs, 
and effectually produce it. Whatever was done 
for the church of God in eternity, was done 
with a deſign to make it holy here, as well as 
happy hereafter, Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. Huſ- 
bands, love your ai ves, as CHRIST loved the 
church and gave himſelf for it: that he might ſanthify 
and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word, 
that he might preſent it to himſelf a. glorious church, 
not having ſþot or wrinkle, or any, ſuch thing; bus 
that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh, Here 18 
no argument, you ſee, from hence to encourage 
fin and wickedneſs; no, quite the reverſe; and 


» 


Heb. x11. 14. T proceed, 


indeed without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the LORD, 
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II. To conſider, what the Lov's;people. be- 
ing called his portion, intends. and includes. 
And I apprehend it includes | 
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% Gop's early love to his people. Gop's 


love to his church and people is not of yeſter- 


day; it is of antient date, it commenced in eter- 


nity. 
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His peculiar Portion and Inheritance. 17 
nity. Hence ſays the prophet Jeremiah, ch. 
xxxi. 3. pws, the church of Gop ; The 
| ath appeared unto me of old, ſaying, I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love; therefore with 
lrving kindneſs have I drawn thee. This early 
love of Gop. to his people, is the ſource, ſpring, 
and foundation of, all their happineſs, both in 


time and to all eternity. And as it is eternal, ſo 


it is alſo immutable ; it is the ſame yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever. Indeed, unregenerate and 
1gnorant men, are apt to think and conclude, 

at their love and obedience to Gop are the 
ground and cauſe of Gob's loving them: ſome- 
times you ſhall hear them acknowledge, That 
they indeed do not love and ſerve Gop as they 


_ ought at preſent, yet they think (when in a good 


mood) that they can and will do it; and then 
conclude, that when they begin to love and 


ſerve Gop, Gop will begin to love them; and ſo 


make the creature's love the cauſe of Gop's Iov- 
ing the creature. But indeed, my brethren, Gop 
is always beforehand with his people: if we 
love Gop, it is becauſe he firſt loved us. See 1 
Fohn 1v. 9, 10, and 19th verſes. 3 
2dly, It includes that delight, complacency, 
and ſatisfaction, that Gop takes in his church 
and people. Gop will have his church called 
by the 'delightfnl name of Hephzz-bah (Iſa. lxii. 
4.) And why ſo? to let us know that his de- 
light is in her, For the LORD delighteth in thee, 
end thy land ſhall be married. Cunz Is r delighted 
in the proſpe& and view of his church * l 
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ple from everlaſting. Prov. viii. 3 1.—rejoic- 
ing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights 
were with the ſons of men. So in the prophecy of 
Zephaniah, ch. iii. ver. 17. The LORD thy GOD 
in the midſt of thee is mighty ; he will fave, he will 
rejoice over thee with joy; be will reſt in his Iove ; 
he will joy over thee with finging. Now you know, 
that a loving bridegroom delights to have his 
beloved . bride in view; her countenance, her 
words, her geſtures, yea, all her deportment and 


behaviour afford delight, joy, and ſatisfaction to 
his heart. Thus it is between CHRIST and his 


church. He takes an infinite and an eternal 
delight in the church, as his bride and ſpouſe. 
Hence thoſe endearing expreſſions to her. Can- 
ticles ii. 14. Let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance 
is come. VVV 


Za, God's people being called his portion, 
ſhews his right and propriety in them. I are 
not your own, ſays the apoſtle, ye are bought with a 


price; therefore glorify GOD with your bodies, and 


with. your ſpirits, which are his. The perſons, 


gifts, graces, ſubſtance, and all that the ſaints. 
enjoy, are the Lokp's, and are at his diſpoſal. (I.) 
Their perſons are his, as the objects of his ſpecial 
love, and the ſubjects of his delight and care. 
O what delight and comfort does this at 
times afford to a child of GOD? (2.) Their 
gifts are his: whatever gifts of a ſpiritual na- 
ture any of us enjoy, they all come from Go, 
as St. James ſaith; ch. i. . and they are to be- 
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uſed, not to exalt the creature, but to glorify 
Gop, and edify his church and people, Eph. iv. 
11, 12, 13. (3.) Their graces are alſo his: 
their faith, hope, love, joy, humility, &c. and 
all theſe do, in the exerciſe of them, tend to 
glorify the name of the LoD. (4.) Their ſub- 
{tance alſo ; this is the Lokxp's: and one great 
end and deſign of the Lord in beſtbwing earthly 
ſubſtance on any of his children, is, that they 
may be thereby the better enabled to ſupport his 
cauſe and intereſt in the world, and to do good 
to his poor ſaints. Therefore, ſays St. Paul to 
Timothy, (1 Ep. vi. 17, 18.) Charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they be not bigh-minded, nor 
truſt in uncertain riches, but in the Irving GOD, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy: that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſ- 
tribute, willing to communicate, &c. Riches carry 
a temptation in them to pride and ſenſuality; 
therefore the Lokp's pages that are poſſeſſed of 
them, ſhould view theſe things as the gifts of 
Gop, and themſelves as only ſtewards of theſe 
bleſſings ; watching againſt pride, walking in 
humility with their poor brethren, and endea- 
vouring after extenſive uſefulneſs in the church 

of, Ennis r. A eee 
- Athy; Their being termed God's inheritance, 
includes the vaſt expence, coſt, and labour he 
has been at, in order to manure, cultivate, and 
enrich this his portion and inheritance. Gop 
is ſometimes in ſcripture called an huſbandman, 
and his church is called his 2/bondry, Jokn xv. 
C 2 I, 2, 
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1, 2, I am the true vine, (ſays CurisT) and my 
Jaller is the huſbandman : every branch in me that 
_ beareth not. fruit, he taketh it away; and every branch 
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit, There is a twofold being in 
CHRIST ; the one by outward profeſſion only, 
the other by divine implantation ; the one have 
only a name und place in Gop's houſe, the other 
bring forth fruit to the honour and glory of 
Gop: and this comes to paſs, not becauſe they 
are better in themſelves than others; no, but be- 
cauſe the Great Huſbandman of the church 
purgeth them, that they may bring forth more 
fruit. Of the former, it is ſaid, he 7aketh them 
away, viz. The Lok doth this; either by ſuffer- 
ing them to apoſtatize from the trath, and to 
fall into ſuch errors in principle, as that they are 
diſſatisfied with, and in time rend themſelves 
from the church of CHRISTH: or, he permits 
them to fall into groſs and ſcandalous fins, &c. 
for which they are juftly cut off from the com- 
munion of the church. Moreover, Gop's peo- 
ple are called his huſbandry, 1 Cor. iii. 9. For 
we are labourers together with GOD : yeare GOD's 
buſbandry, ye are GOD's building. Now as the 
huſbandman lays out much coſt and labour on 
his farm, in order to enrich it, eſpecially if it 
be his own inheritance; ſo doth the Lord lay 
out much coſt and labour on his church and 
people. It hath coſt him, 1/, much care; 24h, 
much expence ; 34ly, much labour. 


* 
— 


1/7, The 


His peculiar Portion and Inheritance, 21 


%, The church hath coſt the Loxy much 
care. Hence, ſays the apoſtle, 1 Per. v. 7. Caft- 
ing all your care upon him, for he careth for you. 
Gop takes care of the bodies of his people: he 
not only upholds them in life, but he takes care 
of them: not ſo much as an hair can fall from 
their heads without his notice and permiſſion. 
He watches over them, feedsthem, clothes them, 
comforts them, and ſupplies all their wants from 
day to day. No diforder can touch their out- 
ward man, but by a grant from their Gop. And 
when afflictions come to his ſaints, it is by his 
leave, and with a gracious deſign to do them 
good. Indeed chaſtiſements are not joyous, 
but they are profitable; they bring forth 7he 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs m them that are 
exerciſed thereby, Heb. x11. 11. Again, The Loxp 
takes care of the ſouls of his people, of their 
better part: this he evidences, by giving in 
Divine ſupports in a time of diſtreſs and dark- 
neſs ; by enabling to reſiſt temptations ; by re- 
ſtraining the power of indwelling fin ; by 

ſtrengthning the graces of his own Spirit, and 
renewing the manifeſtations of his love to the 
believer's heart. Did not our hearts burn within 
us, whilſt be talked with us by the way? Luke xxiv. 
32. And further, the LoxD takes care of the 
ubſtance of his children likewiſe : this, the very 
Devil himſelf is conſtrained to acknowledge, 
Job 1. 10. Haſt not thou made an hedge about him, 
and about his houſe, and about all that he hath on 
every fide * This hedge of omnipotent power, 
185 the 
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the ſtakes of which are everlaſting and un- 
changeable love; this hedge is ſo high, and ſo 
ſtrong, that none of the church's enemies can 
break through or climb over, until the Loxn 
gives permiſſion. The Devil could not touch 
Job, nor any thing that he had, until the Loxp 
gave him leave to do it. O what encouragement 
ariſes from hence, to venture our all in the hand 
of our Gop at all times, and eſpecially when 
we go out to engage in his work and ſervice ! 
But this care of Gop over his people will appear 
{till more wonderful, if we conſider it as em- 
ployed about them before their converſion. Gop 
not only takes care of his people after they are 
called, but alſo before. Indeed his common 
care, in the exerciſe of providence, is extended to 
all his creatures; for he maketh his ſun to riſe. 
on the evil and on the good, and he ſendeth rain 
on. the juſt and on the unjuſt. But there 1s a 
ſpecial care exerciſed over Gop's choſen, even 
before their converſion, 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath 
ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling; nat ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his own purpoſe 
and grace, which was given us in CHRIST FESUS 
- before the world began. Here you fee is a ſaving 
that goes before calling grace is beſtowed ; and 
I think, whatever may be included in it, that 
care, which Gop exerciſes over his people before 
converſion, is evidently intended. The apoſtle 
Jude alſo dedicates his epiſtle, To them that 
were preſerved in FESUS CHRIST, and called. 
Now this care of God is engaged to preſerve the - 
_ eee 
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natural lives of his choſen before calling grace 
is beſtowed. And the lives of many, even in 
this ſtate, have been miraculouſly, preſerved. 

And though the Devil hath ſometimes thrown 
them into the water, and into the fire to deſtroy 
them, as he did the young man that was brought 
to CnxIST, Mark ix. 20, &c. yet nothing could 
put an end to their natural lives, until they 
were poſſeſſed of a ſpiritual one; until they 
were poſſeſſed of divine grace, and habitually 
prepared for death and glory. May this con- 


ſideration' calm the minds of thoſe Chriſtians, 
whoſe hearts are often filled with diſtreſſing 
fears, on- account of their poor unconverted- 


children and relations. 
Moreover, Gop's care is exerciſed over his 
children after converſion ; they are then no 


more able to preſerve themſelves than they were 
before. Indeed, they are then more expoſed 
to the malice of Satan and the world than ever: 
The Devil would ſoon deſtroy the work of Gor 


in them ; and the world and-their own luſts 
would ſoon overcome them, were they not pre- 
ſerved by an omnipotent hand. Gop main- 
tains his own work in the hearts of his chil- 
dren ; and they, in ſpite of all their enemies, 
are hept by the power of GOD, through faith, unto 
ſaluation, 1 Pet. i. 5. And not only much care 


has been laid out upon the church of Gop, but, 
2dly, Much expence too. Infinite ſums of 
wiſdom, grace, and love, have been laid out 


155 upon the church of God, in order to make it 
rich 
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rich and fruitful. Eph. ni. 8, 9, 10. Unto me, who 
am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, 
that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles. , — "4 
able 7 5 CHRIST $100 5 N men fee 
what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which, from the 
beginning of the ah hath been 2 in GOD, who 
created all things by FESUS CHRIST ; to the in- 
tent, that now, unto the principalities and powers, in 
heavenly places, might be made known, by the church, 
the manifold wiſdom of GOD. Not only all the 
perfections of Gop have been laid out upon his 
church and people, but it hath coſt him the in- 
finite price of his Son's blood. Te were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as with ſiluer and 
gold, from your vain converſation, but. with the pre- 
cious blood of CHRIST, 1 Pet. i. 18. But, 
Za, Much labour has been exerciſed on the 
church alſo. Read at your leiſure Ja. v. the 
firſt part of that chapter. Now Gop may be 
ſaid to labour in his church, his ſpiritual huſ- . 
bandry, : 50 W 


{ Word, . 5 
I Muniſters, 
By his 


Ordinances, 
Providences, and 
„ 


£ * 


%. By his word. 1 mean the Holy, Scrip- 
tures. Theſe were given by the inſpiration of 
Go, and are profitable to the church of Gop ; 
profitable. for doetrine, for reproof, for correction, 
and for inſtructiom in righteouſneſs, that the me, (4 | 
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GOD may be thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works, 
2 Tim. ui. 16, 17. Gop ſpeaks to, and labours 
in his church by the Holy Scriptures; and from 
hence the Divine Spirit generally fetches ſome- 
thing, and applies it to the heart of a ſinner, 
whereby the good work 1s begun, and by further 
applications of the word, 1t 1s carried on and 
perfected in the ſaints of Gop. 2dy, By his 
miniſters. As Gop does not in an ordinary way 
work without his miniſters, ſo miniſters can do 
nothing for Gop, unleſs he works with and by 
them. When Gop ſent Moſes to labour amongſt 
his people in Egypt, he, ſenſible of his own 
weakneſs, and the important nature of the 
work he was called to, pleads with Gop to be 
excuſed ; as well he might, while looking to 
| himſelf ; but when Gop ſays, Go, and I will 
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
Halt ſay, this removes all his objections ; | 
he readily encotffiters with the difficulties in the 
; way, enters on the important work; nor do find 
he ever declined it afterwards. He well knew, 
7 that if Gop taught him, and worked with him, 
the work would go on and proſper. So ſays 
Paul, I can do all things through CHRIST 
ſtrengthening me, Phil. iv. 13. 34ly, God works 
by his ordinances. All the ordinances of Gop's 
houſe ſhould be attended to by his people; and 
if you alk, why? Ianſwer, becauſe Gop works 
in, with, ang by them; for the growth, com- 
fort, edification, eſtabliſhment, and happineſs 
of his children, Indeed, ordinances can do us 
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no good, unleſs the Gop of ordinances meet 
us in them: but O! what loſs do thoſe ſuſtain 
who deſpiſe, overlook, or neglect goſpel-ordi- 
nances ? Surely thoſe who thus wait on the 
LoRD, are in the Bas: to renew their ſpiritual 
ſtrength, 1/a. xl. 30, 31. Gop has promiſed 
to _ thoſe that ber him in theſe ways. 
Ja. Ixiv. 5. 4thly, Gon works alſo by his pro- 
N ub The providences of Gop, as well as 
his counſels, are a great deep. We are often 
ready to ſtagger | in regard to them, as the P/al- 
miſt did, and too often we loſe ſight of Gop 
-n them: but Gop 1s never at a loſs in them; 
though he often works ſecretly and inviſibly 
with regard to us, yet always effectually after the 
counſel of his own moſt wiſe and holy will, and 
with a gracious deſign towards his church and 
pe 22 ſo that the apoſtle affirms, without the 
heſitation, All things work together for good to 
them that love GOD, Rom. viii. 28. 5rhly, Gop 
works by his Spirit. Or rather, Gop the Spirit 
himſelf works 1n, and by all thoſe things before 
mentioned. Alas! what is the word of Gop? 
what are miniſters, ordinances, or providences, 
unleſs the Spirit of Gop be there? Paul may 
plant, and Apollbs may water, but all will be 
ineffectual to the church and people of Gop, 
unleſs the Divine Spirit bleſs the means and in- 
ſtruments uſed, and give increaſe. 
I proceed now to the laſt thing mentioned in 
the method, and which I ſhall treat in as brief a 
manner as * which was to obſerve, 


: dy, 
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utterly deſtitute of in their natural ſtate. And 
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Zaly, What a portion the Loxp's people are, 
and that both with reſpe& to themſelves, and 
with reſpect to him. With reſpect to them- 
ſelves, they are, 

1/7, A very poor and beggarly portion. They 
are by nature deſtitute of every thing that is 
really good and excellent. They have no ſpi- 
ritual wiſdom, no ſpiritual ſtrength ; they have 
nothing, nor can they do any thing for Gop in 
a ſpiritual and acceptable manner. To ſpeak 
the whole truth, they have no deſire to do any 
thing for Gop, nor to receive any ſpiritual 
bleſſings from him. As they are enemies againſt 
him in their mind, by wicked works, ſo their 
language to him is, Depart from us, We defire not 
the knawledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
that we ſhauld ſerve him? And what profit ſhall aue 
have, if we pray unto bim? Job xxi. 14, 15. And 
though we are all by nature in this ſad caſe, in 
this poor beggarly condition, yet fuch is our pride 
and 1gnorance, we ſhould willingly live and die 
in this miſerable condition, did not the Lorp 
deliver us out of it by his rich ſovereign grace, 
Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. e | 
' 2dly, A mean and worthleſs portion. If we 
conſider them as they are by nature, they are 
very mean and worthleſs; they are mere cum- 
ber- grounds on the earth. We have ſeen that 


they have nothing, and that they can do nothing 


that is well pleaſing and acceptable to Gop: for 
aobatſoever is not of faith, is fu ; and this they are 
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as to their own works, they are 45 better than 
filthy rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. Phil. 111: 8. | 


.. Zdly, "They are a very troubleſome and rebel- 
lious portion. As it was with Jjrael after the. 
fleſh, ſo it is with rae! after the ſpirit. O how 
much trouble (if 1 may be allowed the expreſ- 
ſion) had the LoRD with the children of 1/-ael 
in their journey from Egypt to Canaan ? It was 
ſo great, that the Lozp Ee! in this chapter, 
wherein our text is, that he would make the re- 
membrance of them to ceaſe from among men, were 
it not that he feared the wrath of the enemy; and 
eſt their adverſaries ſhould ſay, Our hand is high, 
and the LORD hath not done all this, 26, and 27 
verſes. And are we better than they ? no, in 
no wiſe. We are as diſcontented, as ſtubborn, 
and rebellious as they were. 1 ft, We are as 
diſcontented : if the Loxp does not indulge us 
with every thing our fooliſh fancies run after, 
how apt are we, like fuel of old, to open our 
mouths in a way of murmuring againſt the 
Loxp? and if we do not directly lay the fault 


on Gop, yet, like them, we quarrel with his 
ſervants, inſtruments and providences, and ſo 


in effect quarrel with Gop himſelf. O! how 


far are we, for the maſt part, from ſaying with 


good old Eli, It is the LORD, let him ao what 
Jeemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18. Or with ſub- 


miſſive Job, The LORD gave, and the LORD hath 


taken away, and bleſſed be the name-of the LORD. 

And are we not as ſtubborn and rebellious as 

* were? they were ſtiff- necked, and uncir- 
cumciſed 
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cumciſed in heart and ears; and are not we too 
much like them in this? O! how hard do we 


find it to deny our own wills, and 1 in every thing 


to ſay with our bleſſed Maſter, Father, not 1 75 
ill, but thine be done. 


A, They are an unprofitable portion N 


Cuxisr hath taught us this leſſon, that when 
we have done all, to ſay, Ve are unprofitable ſer- 
vants, Luke xvii. 10. Eliphaz puts the queſ- 


tion, Job xxii. 2, 3- Can a man be profita- 


ble to GOD, as he that is wiſe may be profitable to 
himſelf? By no means. The interrogation car- 
ries in it a ſtrong negation, Gop is infinitely 
and perfectly happy in his own bleſſed ſelf : he 
was ſo from all eternity, and would have re- 
mained ſo, had all his creatures been brought to 
utter diſſolution. Indeed the grace of Gop 
may be illuſtrated, and his manifeſtative glory 
ſhine the brighter, through the faith, abedienc, 
and ſufferings of his people, Jobn xv. 8. 1 Cor. 


vi. 20. But his eſſential glory can receive no 


addition by any thing that is done, or can be 

done by any of his creatures. In this reſpect, 
he is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 

Thus you ſee that the Loxp's people, in reſp 


to themſelves, are a poor and beggarly portion, 


a mean and worthleſs portion, a, troubleſome 
and rebellious portion, and a fruitleſs and un- 
profitable one. And yet, in reſpect boy the 
Lokp, they are, n | Hy 


A rich and beautiful; portion. 1 are 


pol elled of durable riches ad nen, | 


The 
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The king” $ daughter is all glorious within ; ber 
cloathing is of wrought gold, Pſal. xlv. 13. The 
church's relation to Gov, and as a conſequence 
of it, her riches, honour, and grandeur, are here 
ſet forth. And we are told by an inſpired apo- 
ſtle, that, GOD hath choſen the poor of this world, 
rich in faith, and beirs of a kingdom, James ii. 
And of the church's beauty you read, P/. xlviti. 
2. Beautiful for ſalvation, the joy of the whole earth. 
7s mount Zion, the city of the great King. Now the 
church's beauty lies in her being cloathed in the 
compleat righteouſneſs of Cur1sT, and being 
adorned with the graces of his Spirit ; and in 
this reſpect ſhe is a none- ſuch, a perfect beauty; 
as you have it in Exck. xvi. 14. And thy renown; . 
aden forth. among the beathen fur thy beauty, for it 
Was PERFECT tbrough my comelineſs, which I bad 
put upon thee, ſaith the LORD GOD. 80 Canti- 
cles iv. 7. Thou art all fair, my love; there is no ſpot 
in thee, Now, if you aſk, how the church comes 
by all this riches, beauty, &c. You are told 
2 Cor, viii. 9. For ye know the grace of our Lord 

JES S CHRIST, though be was rich, yet, for 
aur ſakes, he became poor, that Je og 2 rn 
might be nich. 

1 The ſaints are to the Loxp a precious 
and deli htful portion. Hence he calls his church 
 Hephzi-bah; the Lon p delighteth in her. The 
LorD taketh pleaſure i in his ſaints ; he will beau- 
tify the meek with ſalvation. Precious in the 
Ag of of the. ban is the an of his n — 

ow 
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Now the Loxp's people are precious in his 
nei, | 
| | Perſons, 

In regard to their ; Graces, and 
Works. 


1/}, Their perſons are precious, as the ob- 
jects of his everlaſting love; as they are cloathed 
with his Son's righteouſneſs ; and as they are 
adorned with the graces of his holy Spirit. 
2dly, Their graces are precious, Their faith, 
hope, love, humility, ſincerity, &c. However 
low and diminutive the thoughts of a believer 
in CuRIsT may be reſpecting himſelf, and the 
graces he is poſſeſſed of, yet, it is evident the 
Lok prizes them at a very high rate. 2 Pet. 
i. 1. To them that have obtained like PRECIOUS 
FAITH With us. SO 1 Pet. 1.6, 7. If need be ye 
are in heavineſs through manifold temptations: that 


the trial of your faith, being much more precious than. 


of gold which periſheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearance of JESUS CHRIST. But ro 
this man will T look, even to him that is poor, and of 
a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word. 23 dly, 
Their works are alſo precious. Theſe, as they 
are the fruits of faith, evidences of love, done 
by the aſſiſtance of Gop's Spirit, in the name of 


CuRIsT, and with a ſingle eye to his glory; 


though much weakneſs and imperfection attend 
them, yet are they very precious to and accep- 
table in the ſight of the LoRD. The leaſt and 


meaneſt 
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meaneſt work done in this way and manner to 
CnrIsT, and for CHRIST, ſhall never fail of 


receiving a reward, P/al. xix. 11. Matthew x. 


41, 42. | 
3dly, As they are a precious portion, ſo they 
are a portion that the Loxp will not part with 
upon any terms. Naborb, you know, would 
not part with his vineyard to king Abab, though 
he offered him a better vineyard for it, or to 
give him the worth of it in money: and why 
would he not part with it? becauſe it was his 


father's inheritance, 1 Kings xxi. 1, 2, 3. Juſt 


ſo it is in reſpe&t to CHRIST and his people; 
he will not part with one of them, becauſe they 
are his father's inheritance. Satan hath defired to 
have you, that he may fift you as wheat ; but, ſays 
CHRIsT, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not, Luke xxii. 31. And in another place, faith 
he, I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand, 
John x. 28. Thus you ſee CuRISsT will not 
part with his people upon any terms whatever, 


for he hates putting away, Mal. ii. 16. 


Laſtly, The Lokp's people are in reſpect to 
him an happy portion. 'They are happy, as 


they are encloſed in the arms of everlaſting love; 


as having the free and full pardon. of all their 
ſins; as they have a right to all the bleſſings of 
the covenant of grace; as being heirs of all Di- 


vine promiſes, and of eternal life. They are 
happy in life, happy at death; yea, they will be 


inexpreſſibly, inconceivably happy for "een 
: an 
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and ever: for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the things which Gop hath prepared 
for them that love him“. Thus have I gone 
through the doctrinal part, and ſhall now cloſe 
with two or three remarks on the whole. And 


are the Loxp's people his portion, and the lot of 


his inheritance? 'Then I infer hence, 


1/7, What an happineſs it is to be poſſeſſed . 


of real grace ! It 1s this only can evidence 
our relation to Gop, and our title to glory. 
What will all thoſe great things we have been 
ſpeaking of avail any one of us, unleſs we have 
ome good ground to hope that we are the called 
of Gop according to his purpoſe ? O!] let us 
examine our ſtate and condition faithfully : It 
is a matter of the greateſt importance. If any 
of you ſhould live and die without real grace, 
ou are undone to all eternity ! But I would 
10pe better things of you, and things that ac- 
company ſalvation, though I thus ipeak®, yet 
remember this; if CHRIST be in you, the body 
is dead; the old man has received a mor- 
tal wound; you are dead to ſin, dead to the law, 
as a covenant of works, and alive to Gop 
through Jesvs CHRIS Tr. You live upon CHRISTH, 
and you live to CayR1sT. td 
2dly, How vain and ineffectual are all at- 
tempts that are made againſt the church and 
ople of Gop ? All the powers of earth and 
Fell combined together, can never deſtroy the 
| leaſt believer in Jzsvs ChRxisr. Satan may 


_— E roar 
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roar, and the world may frown and threaten, 


but they can never devour one of the leaſt or 
weakeſt lambs of CHRIST's flock. The church 


of CHRIST is built on ſuch an impregnable rock, 
that the gates of hell can never prevail againſt 
It, 0 
Zaly, To conclude: How ſafely may the be- 
liever in CHRIST reſt himſelf, and all his con- 
cerns, in the hand of the Loxp? the great and 
good ſhepherd will indeed take care of all 
the ſheep. Are you tempted? are you diſ- 
treſſed? are you perſecuted for righteouſneſs- 
ſake? yet fear not, you are the Lorp's portion; 
he will not part with you, nor ſuffer Satan to 
devour you, but will bruiſe him under your feet 
ſhortly. Remember, he is now praying for you; 


Father, Iwill that thoſe thou haſt given to me, 
” be with me where I am:“ therefore, I ſay, 


Fear not: JIxsus will ſtrengthen you ; he wall 
help you: vea, he will uphold you with the 


right hand of his righteouſneſs. 
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IRM as the earth thy goſpel ſtands, 
My Lox», my hope, my truſt ; 

If Iam found in Jesv's hands, 

My ſoul can ne'er be loſt. 


His honour 1s engag'd to ſave, 
The meaneſt of his ſheep ; 
All that his heavenly Father gave, 


His hands ſecurely keep. 


Nor death, nor hell ſhall e' er remove 


is favrites from his breaſt ; 


In the dear boſom of his love 
They muſt for ever reſt. 
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